
 
 

                                                                            
   

Call for Essays 
 

Herding for the Markets 
 

Opportunities in Extensive Livestock Production 

 
This call for essays is in the context of the Herding for the Markets Expo and Conference, taking place in 
Nairobi from 4-6 November 2015. Essays can be entered by any individual up to 35 years old based in Ethiopia, 
Kenya, South Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. While this call is open to any individual in the countries above, 
Faculty members and post-graduate students affiliated to universities in the region are particularly encouraged 
to apply. The authors of winning essays are invited to present their essay during the conference.  

1 Introduction 
AgriProFocus is a multi-stakeholder network that brings together institutions and professionals in the 
agriculture sector. AgriProFocus was started in the Netherlands ten years ago. To date, the network has 
presence in twelve African countries and Indonesia. 
 
AgriProFocus and its partners Kenya Commercial Bank Foundation (KCBF), Kenya Livestock Marketing Council 
(KLMC), Kenya Markets Trust (KMT) and SNV (Netherlands Development Organization) Kenya in recognition of 
the need for an extensive livestock value chains platform will host the first regional extensive livestock expo on 
4

th
 to 6th November 2015 in Nairobi. 

 
The general objective of the expo is: 

To call to attention the commercial value of extensive livestock value chains and profile the investment 
opportunities that it offers in the East and Horn of Africa region. 
 
The Expo aims at achieving the following specific objectives around the following five topics: 

1. Extensive livestock production systems - pasture, breeding, livestock health. 
2. Market access - infrastructure, producer organization, value addition. 
3. Adaptation and mitigation of extensive livestock risks, climate risks, community conflict risks, natural 

resources management, price fluctuation risks. 
4. Access to finance.  
5. Partnerships and engagements with all stakeholders 

 

2 Livestock Expo 
The extensive Livestock expo will be a combination of an experiential livestock conference bringing together 
different actors in the pastoral value chains in the Horn and East Africa countries along the livestock corridors.  
The uniqueness of the expo will be built on a facilitated business deal-making platform to be hosted on the last 
day. The platform will be an outstanding opportunity where local, regional and international investors can 
engage and evaluate promising investment opportunities. Interesting and investable business cases will be 
presented by various service providers and county governments. 
 



 
 

                                                                            
   

The 2.5 day expo will bring together local, regional and international livestock breeders, extensive livestock 
keepers, processors, traders, industry regulators, policy makers, Business Development Services providers, 
researchers, academia, input suppliers,  development sector, media, machinery suppliers, financiers, insurers,  
among other value chain players. The expo will cut across all extensive livestock value chains including; meat, 
apiculture, hides and skins, camels, and other emerging value chains. It is expected that this expo will grow 
into an annual regional extensive livestock value chains expo targeting the Eastern and Horn of Africa region.  

3 Purpose of the call for essays 
AgriProFocus and its partners would like to deepen the knowledge sharing component of the expo by offering 
an opportunity to extension livestock practitioners and experts to showcase and share their experiences.  The 
aim is to capture unique, innovative and “game changing” practises that extensive livestock keepers are 
adopting to solve their enterprise needs.   
 
An average of two essays from each participating country will be selected. The entrants will be sponsored to 
attend the expo and showcase their entry. The sponsorship will include travel costs, visa, accommodation and 
subsistence while in Nairobi. In addition, the authors will be technically supported to prepare to exhibit the 
practise where possible. No per diems will be paid. 

4 Content of the essays 
Essays should describe a unique/innovative or game changing practise that is solving extensive livestock 
keepers’ needs. The practise could be a new product or service or a new way of doing things for the extensive 
livestock keepers or service providers. Essays that demonstrate practises in any of the topics mentioned on 
page 1 will have an added advantage. 
 
Essays should have the following components: 
 

  

Contact Details Author Name       
Address    
E-mail     
Telephone Number 
Country 
Institutional affiliation (if any) 

Title Twenty words max 

Introduction Briefly introduce the context of the practice – geographic, economic, 
social and political (max. 350 words) 

Description of the Practice Describe the practice showcasing how unique/innovative it is as well 
as how it has contributed to solving livestock producers’ needs (max. 
500 words) 

Author’s Interaction with the practice Elaborate how the author of essay has interacted with practice 
(max. 150 words) 

Essay Author’s personal Profile The author gives a brief personal profile   
(max. 150 words) 

Attachments Pictures and other diagrams can be attached to the essay to a 
maximum of 4 A4 pages 

 
  



 
 

                                                                            
   

 

5 Who can enter an essay 
Essays can be entered by any individual based in any of the following countries; Ethiopia, Kenya, South Sudan, 
Tanzania and Uganda.  Outstanding entries from other Sub-Sahara African countries will also be considered. 
Faculty members and post-graduate students affiliated to universities in the region are particularly encouraged 
to apply.  The call is for young scientists: 

 Up to 35 years of age.  
 Working in the area of pastoralism and extensive livestock production.  

 

6 Selection process 
AgriProFocus and partners will constitute a panel of judges to shortlist essays per country. In some exceptional 
cases, entrants will be requested to submit additional information.  Winning essays will be announced before 
first October, 2015. A minimum of fifteen (15) essays will be selected for showcasing during the expo in 
Nairobi. 

7 How to enter an essay 
 Register on the AgriProFocus online platform http://agriprofocus.com/registration with full 

contact details, photo, about me section. Use the tags ‘essay2015’  and ‘Herding’ in the section 
Skills and Expertise.  

 Write your essay according to the format above  
 Email your essay to essay@extlivestockexpo.com as a pdf.  
 Write a post with a small summary of your essay and attach your essay as PDF to the online 

platform: http://agriprofocus.com/essay-competition-2015-herding  
 People can vote on their favorite essay online, by liking your posted essay. 

 
 
In case you have any questions, please contact; 
 
Wim Goris 
AgriProFocus Netherlands 
wgoris@agriprofocus.com 
 
 

Amos Thiongo 
AgriProFocus Kenya 
athiongo@agriprofocus.com 
 

 
 
 

Deadline for submission is 15th of September 2015 
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