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Theme: Up scaling Opportunities for Financing Youth in Agribusiness  
 
1.0 Background: 
Agriculture remains a mainstay in Uganda’s economy, accounting for over 22% of Gross Domestic 
Product. The sector employs over 80% of the country’s population, majority of whom are women 
accounting for 65% while the youth account for 35% of the country’s labor-force respectively (UBOS 
2015). Whereas Agriculture has been identified as one of the key sectors that can generate wealth, with 
high employment potential, Uganda is still facing a rising youth population majority of whom are 
unemployed, standing at 61.5% (Uganda Vision 2040), About 400,000 Youths are released annually into 
the job market to compete for approximately 9,000 available jobs. Only 30% of the youth who are 
qualified are able to find jobs, and the 70% is either under or not employed at all.  
 
Furthermore, the uptake of agriculture as a business by the youth is still very low. This is attributed to 
the negative attitude and is made worse by the absence of peer to peer learning as a number of youth 
that have tried agriculture have not yielded much. Besides, lack of access to finance, lack of collateral 
and the erratic and unreliable weather patterns have exacerbated the situation. For those youth 
projects that have demonstrated support for entrepreneurship, agronomy, soft skills training and start-
up input support, expansion of youth agribusinesses has also been difficult due to failure of the youth to 
meet the necessary criteria to access finance in addition to lack of access to other important resources 
like land. This has consequently resulted into youth to dislike agriculture and do not see it as a viable 
business venture and therefore; the society looks at the youth as a “liability”. 
 
Nevertheless, the Government of Uganda has continued to make interventions aimed at ensuring youth 
employment by availing funds for youth to start or run their businesses as well as equipping them with 
the requisite skills. Some of these are: Northern Uganda Social Action Fund-Youth Opportunities 
Programme; the Youth Fund, the Youth Livelihood Programme and the Youth Venture Capital Fund, but 
still youth remain unemployed and less involved in agribusiness (Master Card Foundation (2014). 
 
2.0 Rationale: 
Despite the significant role the agribusiness sector plays in providing employment opportunities, the 
farming community, has continued to face a number of bottlenecks; the outstanding being limited and 
restrained access to and utilization of the available financial services from the formal sector. As a 
survival mechanism, many of these youth have resorted to ‘boda-boda’ ridding as a means of  making 
quick money and thus leaving agriculture at the mercy of the elderly who are perpetually fond of using 
the traditional and subsistence methods of farming. Consequently, this has led to low levels of food 
production and innovations. The ageing farmer population is indeed a potential threat to the food 
security drive and innovations in agricultural development. This scenario may lead to a dependency 
syndrome both at household and national levels. Therefore; if the young population does not take up 
the mantel of food production and farm entrepreneurship, the country is consequentially bound to 
continue in the vicious circle of poverty and food insecurity and malnutrition.  
 
In pursuit to promote higher investment in agriculture there is therefore; need to increase financing 
(both short and long term) by exploring other innovative and alternative finance delivery channels for 
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youth in productive Agribusiness and also inspire them to invest in agribusiness. This will go a long way 
in enhancing youth livelihoods and a sustainable future of the agribusiness sector.  
 
Cognizant of youth being energetic with a high propensity to produce, an excellent source of ideas & 
innovations; involving youth in Agribusiness would so much contribute to not only boosting the 
economy but also attaining a population that is self sustaining thus leading to an improved quality of life 
and economic survival. 
 
There is therefore; need to take deliberate policy actions and practical guidelines by Government, non-
state actors, private sector in providing agrifinance alternatives, by developing youth friendly financing 
models, provide appropriate agribusiness skills, create a platform for inspirations, mentorship and 
business incubation support programs/services aiming at harnessing youth participation in the overall   
Agribusiness development process. 
  
It is against such a background that; the AgriProFocus Uganda in collaboration with SNV Agrifinancing 

Uganda Programme, AFARD, West Nile on Line, Self Help Africa, Technoserve, West Nile Youth Network, 

SNV YES Programme, ADINGON, CEGED, Arua NGO Forum, GIZ-AGRUFIN, Agritera, ICCO, ZOA,CEFORD, 

Tecnoserve, Caritas Arua, Red Cross, CREAM-WN, ACAV are planning to convene a two day AgriFinance 

Fair with an overall objective of facilitating a business to finance linkages between  youth entrepreneurs 

and financial service providers  as well as  creating a platform to jointly find smart solutions to 

agrifinancing for the youth.  

 
3.0 The objectives: 
The specific objectives are as follows: 

 To profile the agribusiness Producer Organizations, SMEs and cooperatives highlighting their key 
marketed commodities to attract financing opportunities  

 To provide a platform for sharing and learning the emerging agribusiness financial opportunities 
for youth in agribusiness  

 To motivate and inspire youth to keep engaged in Agribusiness and further explore its 
underlying employment opportunities 

 To facilitate broker services to link agribusiness entrepreneurs with financial service providers 
and other potential agribusiness value chain actors for business partnerships       

4.0 Expected out comes: 

 At least 40 Agribusiness enterprises with key marketed commodities in the region profiled, 
including their commercial viability to attract the financers  

 At least 90% of the 300 youth /participants have an improved mindset and perception towards 
agribusiness and agrifinancing. 

 Trigger the replication and scale-up of such successful financing schemes and approaches for 
financial service providers 

 At least more than 70% brokered to business and finance service providers   

 At least 30% registered on the on-line platform  
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5.0 Who will participate? 
This event will bring together over 300 different stakeholders in the Agribusiness and agricultural 
finance sector including financial service providers, youth agribusiness entrepreneurs and professionals, 
farmer organizations, Agri-insurance providers, NGOs focusing on agribusiness and Youth support 
organizations, Development partners and among others. 
 
6.0 Date and Venue: 17

th
 -18

th
 August 2016, at Heritage Courts - Arua.  

 


