
“Building a successful business requires not 
only having the right product or service but 
networking/partnering with the right peo-
ple. Cross cultural integration boosts the 
quality and scalability of a business. All of 
which AgriProFocus is doing to support en-

trepreneurs in its network”
Leyat Ali

Fayalo Technology Start-Up 

Making Agribusiness Work for Development

Contact: 
Meskerem Ritmeester
Country Coordinator
mritmeester@agriprofocus.com
+251 (0)937896415

Few of the challenges humanity faces are as 
urgent and complex as food security. To meet 
the needs of a rapidly growing world popula-
tion, an unparalleled, worldwide effort is re-
quired. AgriProFocus members are dedicated 
to meeting this challenge in collaboration. By 
working together, learning from each other 
and unitedly pushing for change.

UNITED IN DIVERSITY

AgriProFocus brings together businesses, ci-
vil society, knowledge institutes and govern-
ments working towards food security. United 
in diversity, our members share the convic-
tion that business and development are not 
mutually exclusive. This is why innovative 
‘agripreneurs’ are at the heart of our strategy. 
AgriProFocus supports them in finding new, 
sustainable ways of doing business. Exchan-
ging perspectives and expecting the unexpec-
ted. To accomplish more in a culture of colla-
boration. For people, planet and profit.

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

Navigating the network, AgriProFocus staff 
helps members find the right partners and 
the right information. Around specific ques-
tions, issues and opportunities. Rooted in 
the Netherlands, AgriProFocus is active in 11 
countries in Africa and South-East Asia. Stret-
ching from sprawling cities to remote, rural 
areas. Offering unique exchanges across cul-
tures and disciplines. Cultivating collaborati-
on.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?

We give you a unique opportunity to meet, 
share and explore opportunities for collabo-
ration, learning and creating collective im-
pact with diverse, relevant actors in the agri-
food sector.

We organise ánd facilitate spaces for mem-
bers to meet, work, learn and influence to-
gether, both online and offline. 

Our diverse membership base and presence 
in both the Netherlands and 11 countries in 
Africa and South-East Asia, offer unique op-
portunities for cross-boundary exchange. 

The online platform with over 25,000 registe-
red agribusiness professionals facilitates easy 
access to relevant information and provides 
members with visibility and outreach. 

The dedicated AgriProFocus staff is your na-
vigator in the network, helping you find the 
right (business) partners, relevant informati-
on and  building a strong culture of collabo-
ration. 
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What to expect in 2018

Nutrition-Sensitive Agri-
culture
Since AgriProFocus Ethiopia, jointly 
with the EU Delegation in Ethiopia, es-
tablished the nutrition-sensitive agri-
culture platform in 2016, we have an 
extensive network of public, private 
and civil society actors active on nutri-
tion-sensitive agriculture and food and 
nutrition security. This has provided us 
with a solid basis to continue our net-
work building, linking and learning ac-
tivities in this area in 2018. 

As the interest in this thematic area is 
extremely high, we expect that our ef-
forts will soon lead to a long-term mul-
tistakeholder learning agenda related 
to nutrition-sensitive agribusiness/val-
ue chains.

Inclusive agribusiness
AgriProFocus Ethiopia aims to use its 
skills to develop spaces for multistake-
holder exchange opportunities to sup-
port young Ethiopians in overcoming 
the many obstacles on their way to 
become successful youth agripreneurs. 

We facilitate an Agri-Skills Platform in 
collaboration with Edukans, ICCO and 
Ethiopian NGOs implementing partners 
focusing on linking, learning & network 
building for maximizing impact of pub-
lic and private extension services, par-
ticularly to vulnerable populations such 
as women and youth, and particularly 
in the potato and malt barley value 
chains.  

Agroecology Network  
This network has addressed issues of 
climate resilience and circular econo-
my, particularly in its work to promote 
conservation agriculture: linking prac-
titioners and researchers and Govern-
ment to share experience, research 
findings, and integrate conservation 
agriculture into Ethiopian extension 
policy. 

In 2018 the learning and leadership 
events around conservation agriculture 
will continue. Network member inter-
est in minimum tillage, stubble mulch-
ing and biogas will guide upcoming 
learning events. AgriProFocus Ethiopia 
will also be promoting learning around 
climate smart dairy with VanHall Lar-
enstein.

Network Approach 

As a network, AgriProFocus is a neutral convener, brin-
ging together agripreneurs, private sector companies, 
civil society organisations, knowledge institutes and go-
vernments together around specific questions, issues 
and opportunities. 

The network support staff organises ánd facilitates the 
place for members to meet and work, learn and influen-
ce together. In our programmes (see below) the network 
character is central. We offer linking, learning and lea-
dership solutions to tackle the challenges brought up by 
our members and partners. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us when you are interested to 
join one of our programmes or if you want to know more 
about our network solutions to make agribusiness work 
for development!

Thematic priorities

The global AgriProFocus network identified four over-
arching thematic areas that will guide us in the years 
2018-2022: Inclusive agribusiness, Climate resilient agri-
business, Circular economy agribusiness and Nutriti-
on-sensitive agribusiness. These four themes are also clo-
sely aligned with the objectives of the Dutch development 
agenda regarding food security. 

In Ethiopia, we mainly focus on the promotion of a sus-
tainable food system, whereby we use every opportunity 
to promote start-ups and young agripreneurs (inclusive 
agribusiness), healthy food production and distribution, 
agroecology, climate-smart dairy practices, and circular 
economy activities such as promoting innovations related 
to post-harvest losses.

We are open to explore other programme opportunities 
with our members regarding these themes.

             www.facebook.com/AgriProFocusEthiopia               www.agriprofocus.com/ethiopia
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